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OPILIONES (ARACHNIDA)
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Plamen Genkov Mitov
Department of Zoology, Biological Faculty, University of Sofia

In 1989 I was able to visit the White Sea Biological Station at Moscow
State University (WSBS) with a group of students from the Sofia University.
The station is situated on the Kindo Peninsula, 2 km Northwards from the
Arctic Circle (on the Karelia White Sea coast) — Fig. 1. The Kindo Peninsula
is 7 km long and at 115 m altitude. In this region, in winter the temperature
rarely goes up to —30°C and in July the average temperature is about
+19°C (Pertsov, 1961).

Vegetation: Pinus sylvestris, Betula pendula, Picea abies, Sorbus
aucuparia, Populus tremula, Betula nana, Rubus chamaemorus, Oxycoccus
palustris, Vaccinium uliginisum, V. vitis-idaea, Cladonia sp. div. can be seen
in the taiga. Plantogo maritima, Glaux maritima, Pulmonaria maritima, etc.
can be seen along the coast.

The material dinsisting of Opiliones comprising 6033, 3722, 41 juv.
specimens has been collected mainly in the Kindo Peninsula and only a small
part of it in the region of the town of Louhi. Found out were one
Slbenan Euphalangium nordenskioeldi (L. Koch); one Holarctic —

morio (Fabricius) and two FEuropean species — Lophopilio
palpmahs (Herbst) and Rilaena triangularis (Herbst).
1) Euphalangium

The nearest region from which the species has been reported is
Kandalaksha (Starega, 1978).

Material collected: 13, 422, 4 juv., Louhi, under stcmes and logs, 21.
07. 1989; 13, 2 joy. mlheWSBSreglon,Zmaltttlxie under stones, 21. 07.
1989; la‘, 229, mat‘omst, 2 m altitude, under stones and logs, 21. 07. 1989;
Z&a,SJuv,mthcte ion of the Etemeev]..akes at 90 m altitude, under
stones and logs, 23. 07. 1989; 229, 2 juv., in. the WSBS region, 0—2m
altitude, 24. 07. 1989; 4 juv., in the “Biofilters” region, 0 —50 m altitude,
understones,24 07. 1989; la,mﬂleWSBSregton,O —2 m altitude, 25. 07.
1989, Leg. Y. Goimneeva; 13, 2 juv., have the same data, 26. 07. 1989; 2343,
in the WSBS region, 0—2 m altitude, 27. 07. 1989.
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Fig. 1. Location of the White Sea Biological Station at Moscow State University (WSBS)

During the day EThalangwm nordenskioeldi is hidden under stones and
logs but it is active during the night from 1 am. to 4 am.

2) Mitopus morio (Fabricius)

The nearest reported region is Karelia (Starega, 1978).

Material collected: 1233, 229, Louhi, under stones and logs, 21. 07.
1989; 13,12 in the WSBS region, under log and stones, 5 m altitude, 21. 07.
1989 633, 3992, in the WSBS region, 5 m altitude in a forest, under stones
and logs, 21. 07. 1989; 1533, 822 (322 with well developed eggs), in the
regmnoftthremeevI.akm at 90 m altitude, under stones and logs, 23. 07.
1989; 19 (with well developed eggs), Kastyan Island, Leg. E. Vasileva, 23.
07. 1989; 13, 8292 (622 with well developed eggs), 1 juv., in the WSBS
region, 0— Smaltu.uiemaforest,mdcrstonesandl%g 23. 07. 1989; 12,
in the WSBS region, 0 m altitude, 24. 07. 1989; 8", 3% (1} with "well
developed eggs), in the “Biofilters’” region, 0—50 m alutude under stones,
24. 07. 1989; 143, from the coast of the Kislaya Bay, under stones and logs,
23. 07. l989 12 (with well developed in the WSBS region,
90—100 m altltude 25. 07. 1989; 334, 399 fgs th well developed eggs), in
the WSBS region, undcr stones, 26. 07. 1989.

From the collected 79 specimens of Mitopus morio 41,7 % (2233 and
112%) turned out to b;n:lemmd with Gregarinia.

3) Lophopilio is (Ellerbs

The nearest regngrll from which the species has been reported is Karelia
(Chevrizov, 1979).

Material collected: 12, 4 juv., in the WSBS region at 5 m altitude, in a
forest, under stones and logs on 21. 07. 1989; 3 juv., have the same data, 23.
07. 1989; 7 juv., in the region of the Eremeev Lakes, at 90 m altitude, 23. 07.
1989; 7 juv., in the ““Biofilters’’ region along the coast, under stones, 0 m
altitude, 24. 07. 1989.

an the collected 22 specimens of Lophopilio palpinalis 38 % (19 and

juv.) turned out to be vermined with Gregarinia.

4) Rilaena triangularis (Herbst)

The nearest reported region is the Imandra Lake (Starega, 1978).

Material collected: 13 from the coast in the WSBS region, 0 m altitude,
21.07. 1989; 233, 12 (with well developed eggs) in the WSBS region, 5 m
altitude in a forest, under stones and logs, 21. 07. 1989; 13, 12 (with well
ggvei%d eggs) from the coast of the Kislaya Bay, under stones and logs, 25.
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OPILIONES (ARACHNIDA) OT ITIOJIVOCTPOB KMH/O — PYCUS

IInamen I'eaxoB MaTOB

(Pe3asome)

CrobmasaTr ce MmaHHM 32 PpPa3nPOCTPAHEHHETO, OHOJIOTHSATA,
ACHOHOIHATA AKTHBHOCT H NPONECHTA HA ONAPA3HTSBAHE C IPErapHHH
(Gregarinia) sa Baposere Euphalangium nordenskioeldi (L. Koch), Mitopus
E%nl:&tgl?abﬁcius), Lophopilio palpinalis (Herbst) u Rilaena triangularis
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