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The White Sea

Square: about  90 000 km2

Coastal line: circa 5000 km 

Maximal depth: ï350 m,

Salinity: from 24 0/00 on the surface to 340/00

on the depths more then 100 m  

Water temperature  in Summer :  

about 15 0 C (surface), about -1,5 0 C on the 

depths more then 100 m  

Ice conditions: from late November to the 

middle of May 

Tides: in different part of the Sea 

from 1,5 m to 6 m, 

in the area of the WSBS ïabout  2 m. 

Ageïrecent ecosystem of the White Sea 

exists since the end of last glacial epoch 

not more then 12 000 years 



Å In the White Sea  were found about  
40% of the species known for the 
Barents Sea.

Å Possible reasons: low salinity, small size 
of the basin,  a narrow strait in the 
mouth of the White Sea that could be a 
barrier for  pelagic larvae, and finally just 
the very short time of existence. 

Å Although a great variety of underwater 
landscapes and tidal condition gives 
enough material for successful work. 



Nikolai Pertsov White Sea Biological Station of Moscow State 
University (WSBS) www.wsbs-msu.ru

Locality. The station is situated on the coast 

of Kandalaksha Bay of the White Sea 

(66Á34' N, 33Á08' E), 21 hours by train from 

St. Petersburg (about 1000 km), 36 hours from 

Moscow, 8 hrs by train from Murmansk (350 km). 

WSBS is an isolated settlement. 

There is no road. Communication to nearest 

village Poyakonda (a railway station) 

is possible by boats in Summer time and by 

snow-mobiles in Winter (15 km)

http://www.wsbs-msu.ru/
http://www.wsbs-msu.ru/
http://www.wsbs-msu.ru/


WSBS is situated on the Cape Kindo peninsula on the shore of Velikaja Salma Bay. 

Cape Kindo is a piece of untouched northern taiga, wetlands and small lakes. Along 

the shore there are some grass meadows. 

The whole territory of Cape Kindo is included to large local nature park "Polarny 

Krug".Veliky Island, the largest island of the Kandalaksha State Nature Reserve is on 

the opposite side of the 500 m strait.



Velikaja Salma Bay is characterized by an especially rich fauna and 

flora, which is in part a result of the strong tidal currents that form in 

the narrow straits. These currents prevent the formation of the ice  in 

several particular sites and make it possible for research activities to 

be continued throughout the year


