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Sites of interest in the White Sea Biological Station vicinity
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 Dear Friends!

We are glad to meet with you at the White Sea Biological Station of Moscow State University!

The area of “white nights” and “white ice” is ready to share their secrets with you and to invite you to explore the area.  There are several of our favorite paths going in different directions through the local forest, which take us to the most beautiful and most unforgettable places surrounding the biostation.  We prepared this map so that you may find these beautiful places more easily.

( The first path (red line) is in the Bay of Biofilters в. The path begins on the east side of the biostation, near the old horse stall which you will easily find. The starting point is marked with signs <<0.0>>.  You will also see the same signs along the path indicating the distance you have traveled.  For your convenient orientation, trees next to the trails are marked with yellow and red paint.  The length of the trail is about 4 km one way. You may return from the “Bay of Biofilters” by the same trail that you hiked in on, or you may continue around the peninsula by following the path be sure to keep the sea on your right-hand side.  

( The second path (blue line) starts behind the old potatoes field and is also marked with signs beginning with << 0.0 >>.  This trail will lift you to the “Rougozerskey” mountain to the drinking water lake, the neighboring “Top” lake (Verkhnye), and can also take you to the sea on the other side of the mountain in “Kislaya guba” Bay.  When you reach the “Kislaya guba” Bay you will be on the south side of “Kindo” peninsula in “Kislaya guba” Bay. The length of the trail is about 2.5 km one way. You may go back on this same path but it is not necessary to revisit the lakes, instead simply continue straight on the trail north to the wooded monument, which is called, “sclerosis” (Rediculit).  The biostation is directly north downhill from the monument.

( The third interesting path (yellow line) is circular, and about three times longer than the others. It begins near the botanical garden of the biostation, the shortest way will leave you to “Kislaya guba” Bay, then to the “Ershovsky lakes” in the place where the trail passes very close to the sea, “Ermoliskaya guba” and will finally lead you to the biostation by the road. After you come out of the forest you will find a road where a new powerline is being built.  But after conquering the trail to this point the final way home will be easy to see and clear of obstacles.

( The fourth path on the map is the teeny-tiny dashed line that passes through the geological profile. A greater description of this is available from the biostation management.  It begins at the big triangular rock, with a light surface, which you’ll find in the intertidal zone slightly west of the biostation.  The trail passes only through woods south toward “Kislaya guba” Bay and partially overlaps with the second and third path previously described.

The most interesting things that you can see on these trails are indicated on the map by numbers and squares.  The size of our map doesn’t allow us to indicate the exact locations, but we would be very thankful to all who can offer suggestions and improvements.  Please give it some thought and submit any suggestions to the management office. 

Significant Points of Interest (numbers in squares):

11 – the bog, a rare type of swamp near the biostation;

2 – a site in the forest with 6 species of plants from the Orchid family;

3 – a stream with a small waterfall;

4 – roosting area for grouse where they are often observed cleaning themselves;

5 – usual meeting place of grouse and willow grouse;

6 – a historic monument demonstrating the unit of wood that prisoners were required to produce;

7 – viewpoint on the cliff below the biofilters;

8 – island with nesting colony of Arctic terns;

9 – the fishermen summer houses;

10 – this area is believed to be an ancient inertial zone from a time period when the sea-level was 80 m higher than it presently is;

11 – two rare plants Daphne mezereum and Platanthera bifolia occur in this area;

12 – inertial scientific experimental are on “Kislaya guba” Bay;

13 – the rocky intertidal zone with large mussels;

14 – a popular area for tourists to have a picnic;

15 – remains of a former concentration camp;

16 – usual meeting place of the crane;

17 – this is a muddy area that attracts marine and other birds for feeding;

18 – an paleontological area containing the remains of marine animals which are 7-8 thousand years old;

19 – the most abundant place of Ophioglossum vulgatum.

Доброго пути и хорошей погоды!

(
Good luck traveling and we hope you will enjoy pleasant weather!!!

Recommended warnings:

Extinguish fire before leaving your campsite.  In order to avoid contact with a bear you should speak loudly during your journey.  If you encounter a bear, don’t run and don’t turn your back to it, don’t follow it trying to take a picture.  Especially avoid following baby cubs as their mother will be very nearby and potentially dangerous.  Back away slowly.


















































































































